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This concert of ecumenical commemoration
graciously presented by

The Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

The Southeastern District of the
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod

The Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception

The offering taken during the pause in the program will benefit 
these Catholic and Lutheran youth volunteer charities:

Cash and checks gratefully accepted.

Please make checks payable to 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,

and include “Holy Spirit Mass” in the memo line.

WELCOME

Kyrie from Missa in C (“Missa Papae Marcelli”)
G. Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594)

 Kyrie eleison,   Lord have mercy,
 Christe eleison, Christ have mercy,
 Kyrie eleison.  Lord have mercy.

Agnus Dei from Missa Brevis
G. Pierluigi da Palestrina

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Der Geist hilft unsrer Schwachheit auf.
Denn wir wissen nicht, was wir beten sollen,
wie sich’s gebühret; sondern der Geist selbst vertritt
uns aufs beste mit unaussprechlichem Seufzen.
Der aber die Herzen forschet, der Weiβ,
was des Geistes Sinn sei,
denn er vertritt die heiligen nach dem,
das Gott gefället. 

Du hellige Brunst, süsser Trost,
nun hilf uns, fröhlich und getrost
in deinem Dienst beständig bleiben,
Die Trübsal uns nicht abtreiben.
O Herr, durch dein Kraft uns bereit
und stärk des Fleisches Blödigkeit,
dass wir die ritterlich ringen,
durch Tod und Leben zu dire dringen.
Halleluja, halleluja.

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness;
for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs
too deep for words. 
And God, who searches the heart,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.
   Romans 8:26-27

Come, holy Fire, comfort true, 
grant us the will your work to do 
and in your service to abide; 
let trials turn us not aside. 
Lord, by your pow’r prepare each heart 
and to our weakness strength impart, 
that bravely here we may contend, 
through life and death to you, our Lord ascend. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
	 	 	 Martin	Luther	(1483-1546)
	 	 	 Tr.	Composite

Der Geist hilft unsere Schwachheit auf
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
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There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Creator of all.

                  – Ephesians 4:4-6
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Holy Spirit Mass 
Kim André Arnesen (b. 1980)

1. Creator Spirit

Creator Spirit, heavenly dove,
descend upon us from above;
with graces manifold restore
your creatures as they were before.

Kyrie eleison.  Lord have mercy,
Christe eleison. Christ have mercy,
Kyrie eleison.  Lord have mercy.

2. Fount of life

To you, the Comforter, we cry;
to you, the gift of God most high,
true fount of life, the fire of love,
the sweet anointing from above.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you,
we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

3. The Spirit’s Work

Oh, may your grace on us bestow
the Father and the Son to know,
that through the ages all along
your praise may be our endless song.

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son
 is worshiped and glorified,
 who has spoken through the prophets.

Come Holy Spirit.
you call, enlighten, sanctify and keep us all;

 We believe in one holy catholic
 and apostolic church.

you call, gather, enlighten and sanctify
the whole church on earth,
you keep it with Jesus Christ.

 We acknowledge one baptism
 for the forgiveness of sins,

One faith, one baptism, and one God
and Creator of all.

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,

You are the Lord, the giver of Life.

 And the life of the world to come.

You are the presence of the living God.
Amen.

4. Blessed

In you, with graces sevenfold,
we God’s almighty hand behold;
while you with tongues of fire proclaim
to all the world God’s holy name.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

5. Peace

Your light to every sense impart, 
and shed your love in every heart;
your own unfailing might supply
to strengthen our infirmity.

Keep far from us despair, our foe;
and peace from your own hand bestow.
So, by your ever-gracious call
we fear no threat and live for all.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,
dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
 have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace. 
 

6. Together in Hope

Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord,
may all your graces be outpoured
on each believer’s mind and heart;
your fervent love to them impart.
Lord, by the brightness of your light
in holy faith your church unite;
from ev’ry land and ev’ry toungue,
this to your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung:

7. Alleluia

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: 

Kyrie from Missa in C © 2014 by Choral Public Domain License; 
Agnus Dei, from Missa Brevis © Choral Public Domain License; 
Der Geist hilft unser Schwachheit auf, BWV 226. Carus Verlaug 
Edition. Catalog #CV31.224/10.

The text for the Holy Spirit Mass is based on English translations 
of the Veni Creator Spiritus (Rhabanus Maurus); Martin Luther’s 
hymn, “Come Holy Ghost, God and Lord;” and the Ordinary of 
the Mass. The text also honors two great historic languages of 
the Church: the Kyrie (movement 1) is in Greek and the Agnus 
Dei (movement 4) in Latin.

The English translations of the Gloria, the Nicene Creed, 
Sanctus and Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) © 1988 English 
Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC). www.englishtexts.org. 
Used with permission.



ABOUT THE COMPOSER –

KIM ANDRÉ ARNESEN

Kim André Arnesen (b. 1980) is one of the most frequently 
performed classical composers from Norway today. He was 
educated at the Music Conservatory in Trondheim and is an 
elected member of the Norwegian Composers Society. Focusing 
on choral composition, Arnesen’s Requiem received a U.S. 
premiere at Carnegie Hall in January 2017. His Magnificat was 

nominated for a Grammy award in 2015. Additional 2017 premieres include the Oregon Bach Festival and 
the Texas American Choral Directors Association Conference. 
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FROM THE COMMISSIONERS – CELIA ELLINGSON AND GARY AAMODT

In 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses in Wittenberg, hoping to begin discussion on matters of 
theology and church practice that needed reform. By 1521, Luther had been excommunicated from the 
Roman Catholic Church, and despite decades of negotiations, the Western Church was irrevocably split.
For centuries, Reformation anniversaries were occasions for vitriol between Catholics and Lutherans, not 
commemoration.

This 500th anniversary is different. In addition to the Reformation centenary, this year also marks the 50th 
anniversary of standing, official dialogues between Lutherans and Roman Catholics. By 1999 both sides 
had agreed that the issues of the sixteenth century were no longer church dividing and affirmed a mutual 
understanding on the key doctrinal issue of justification. This breakthrough led to the 2013 commitment 
between the Lutheran World Federation and the Vatican that this 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
would be commemorated together by Lutherans and Catholics throughout the world. Thus, this is the first 
Reformation anniversary to take place in an ecumenical context and within an atmosphere of reconciliation 
between Roman Catholics and Lutherans.

Our commission, Holy Spirit Mass, honors both the 500th and the 50th anniversaries. The text was 
developed through discussion with knowledgeable Lutheran and Roman Catholic sources. We decided 
on the Mass form with verses from the 9th century hymn Veni Creator Spiritus introducing each section. 
The piece concludes with a stanza from Luther’s hymn, “Come Holy Spirit, God and Lord” and a glorious 
Alleluia. For maximum accessibility, most of the text is in English, but the Kyrie is in Greek and the Agnus 
Dei is in Latin. Thus, we honor two great historic languages of the Church.

After an international search for a composer, we selected the brilliant young Norwegian, Kim André 
Arnesen. He immediately understood the historical context for this composition and grasped its potential 
to inspire and renew. Kim has created a powerful work, a beautiful and moving expression of hope.

We believe that music can convey wisdom and truths beyond just the spoken word, and can move people 
to new understanding and action. There is more work to be done in ongoing reformation and toward 
full Christian reconciliation. We hope Holy Spirit Mass will be performed widely over time and will inspire 
individuals and organizations to work together for Christian unity.

As one of our Catholic colleagues stated, “This project is something our world needs—a beautiful work of art 
to underscore the commonalities across our faiths and to further understanding and healing.”

ABOUT THE COMPOSITION

Your Church unite, from every land…
The creative spark that led Kim André Arnesen on the path to this new setting of the Mass—one based 
on “the work of the Holy Spirit”—was born of the desire to balance a story of conflict with commemora-
tion, and ultimately unity. Arnesen writes: “My setting of the Holy Spirit Mass reflects on the long history of 
conflict within the Church after the theological upheaval of the 16th century. But the work also celebrates 
what the Reformation and subsequent centuries have given us – ecumenical development and increased 
dialogue. The work looks forward in hope to a more unified future. In this way, the work is both celebratory 
and reflective: the Holy Spirit unites us, and gives comfort, strength, inspiration, and excitement.”

Strict adherence to a formal and traditional Mass setting was never the plan, Arnesen says. “I had always 
wanted to write a Mass. Growing up singing in boy’s choir in the Nidaros Cathedral, I knew the power and 
majesty of the Mass. But I could not find my unique approach to the form. Gary and Celia [commissioners], 
in proposing this project, provided the framework for me to write my setting of the Mass.  The Mass is 
divided into 7 movements and follows the traditional order of the Mass Ordinary. The movements include 
verses from the Veni Creator Spiritus hymn of the 9th century. In the Credo, the choir alternates between 
parts of the Nicene Creed and words from Luther’s own explanation of the Creed. The work ends with 
two movements that are not part of the Mass ordinary; Luther’s hymn Come Holy Spirit and an Alleluia. The 
additional texts point us in a new direction, therefore the titles are different from the traditional mass and 
are based on the work of the Holy Spirit.”

Echoes of the Holy Spirit, of faith, worship, and the specter of Martin Luther, are heard in thematic ele-
ments of the work. A portrayal of the Holy Spirit descending from above in the opening movement; the 
sturdy, structured initial string section of the third movement representing “strong belief” in the section 
normally reserved for the Credo. It is here that the men of the chorus sound the words of Luther inter-
preting the Creed. The fourth movement, typically the rapturous Sanctus, instead finds a placid, “more 
transcendent” adoration from voices singing a “blessing” before proclaiming “Hosanna in the highest!” The 
ritual of prayer and a demand for mercy give way to hope and peace in the introspective fifth movement. 
Thus, the stage is set for the crux of the work in the dramatic sixth frame. Choral aleatory—varied, almost 
random sound bites—returning to unison chant (the ancient Veni Creator Spiritus) is the very foundation of 
Arnesen’s Holy Spirit Mass “...your church unite, from every land...” This newfound commonality of purpose 
and delight gives the chorus and strings cause for celebration and jubilation in a final “Alleluia”.

Holy Spirit Mass Lives On!
The National Lutheran Choir congratulates Kim André Arnesen on the upcoming publication of Holy Spirit 
Mass with publisher Boosey & Hawkes. The entire work, and excerpted movements, will be available in 2018. 

Help us also capture this moment for history with a professional recording of Holy Spirit Mass! If you love 
what you have heard, please consider making a gift to the National Lutheran Choir in support of the 
2018 recording of this new work. Bring Holy Spirit Mass to life for generations to come! Visit NLCA.com 
to give now and assure you will be the first to know when this recording is released.
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NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR
David Cherwien, Artistic Director

2017-2018 NLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chris Westermeyer, Chair   |   David Floren, Vice Chair    |   Jason Langworthy, Treasurer

Linda Holmen, Secretary   |   Travis Karstad, Choir President and Representative to the Board
Philip Eidsvold   |   Jean Hill   |   Karen Humphrey  |  Ann Sponberg Peterson   |   Carmen Rangel
Rebecca Jorgenson Sundquist   |   Mons Teig  |  Paul Tillquist   |   Mark Uecker   |   Karen Walhoff

NLC STAFF
David Cherwien, Artistic Director   |   Tina Meckel, Executive Director

Bridgit Jordan, Bookkeeper   |   Brittney Leemon, Development & Marketing Manager
Adam Reinwald, Assistant Conductor & Community Engagement Manager   |   Kristin Rongstad, Operations Manager

                    www.NLCA.com   |   info@nlca.com   |   Find us on
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SOPRANO

Allison Alpers
Lydia Aurand
Sarah Bane

Katherine L. Castille
St.	Philip	the	Deacon	
Lutheran	Church	Chair

Karla Hanson
Roselyn Hanson Weber*
Florence	and	Paul	Peterson

Memorial	Chair

Abbe Holmgren
Chelsey Kearns
Stefanie Kleven
House	of	Prayer

Lutheran	Church	Chair

Nikola Kratky
Seyna	Poynter	Memorial	Chair

Sara Langworthy
Christina Myers
Alyssa Serakos
Larry	L.	Fleming
Memorial	Chair

Karen Toebe
Kate Tripoli

Emily Tryggestad

ALTO

Christine Cherwien*
Colleen Cook
Marta Edman
Bartz-Schreiber
Memorial	Chair

Caroline Freund
Torunn Harty

Amy Hoff
Jenny Kelley
Arthur	and	Elaine
Halbardier	Chair

Hope Kelsey
Rachel Knutzen

Sarah Koepp
Jill Maltrud

Emily Skoblik-Diallo
Valerie Weaver

Eldri Wittkamper
Zion	Lutheran	Church	

Chair,	Anoka

Anne Zielske
Incarnation	Lutheran

Church	Chair

TENOR

Paul Burow
Zach Busch

Erik W. Carlson
Gustavus	Adolphus	Chair

Ian Cook
Uecker	Family	Chair

Joseph Crippen
Mount	Olive	Lutheran	

Church	Chair

Shaun Halland
Ken Holmen

Aaron Holmgren
Travis Karstad
Luther	College	Chair

Brad Kolstad
Brian Lensch

Kenneth	C.	and	Dorothy	A.
Bailey	Memorial	Chair

William Mills
Lutheran	Church	of	the	
Resurrection	Church	Chair

Bob Quast*
Tony Spain

Dain Swanson
Mark Uecker

BASS

A. Eric Anderson
Steven Branstad
Gill	Brothers	Funeral
Directors	Chair

Philip Dahl
Kenton Hunt

David Johnson
John	and	Priscilla	Folin	Chair

David Michel
Matt Olson
Ron Pietsch

Westwood	Lutheran	
Church		Chair

Eli Pollock
Rob Reid**

Adam Reinwald*^
Timothy M. Schmidt

Curtiss	L.	Strom
Memorial	Chair

Tim Sheie
Ebersole-Pepper
Memorial	Chair

Mark Schneider
Elizabeth	M.	Strom	Chair

Soren Tryggestad
Jeff Tunseth

GUEST ARTISTS
Concertmaster: Laura Knutson   |   Violin 1: Sally McLain, Carolyn Kessler, Douglas Dube, Bruno Nasta

Violin 2: Leslie Silverfine, David Rajnes, Maribeth Frank, June Huang, Alexis Benard
Viola: Jennifer Rende, Kate Zahradnik, Jennifer Ries   |   Cello: Aron Rider, Kathy Birch

Bass: Marta Bradley, William Hones   |   Piano: Camille Balleza

= Section Leadeer     ** = Choir Mgr/Librarian     ^ = Assistant Conductor

About the National Lutheran Choir
A call to contemplate our spirit in a diverse and reforming world

Under the direction of Dr. David Cherwien, the 64-member National Lutheran Choir’s artistry is rooted in 
its mission to strengthen, renew and preserve the heritage of sacred choral music. It does so through the 
highest standards of performance and literature. 

Founded in 1986 by the late Dr. Larry Fleming, the National Lutheran Choir sings a sacred and spiritual 
story rooted in the Lutheran choral tradition. From early chant and simple folk anthems to complex choral 
masterworks and new compositions, the Choir brings a rich and diverse repertoire of music to its listeners. 
In addition to concertizing, the National Lutheran Choir enjoys frequent broadcasts on public radio and 
maintains a YouTube channel with selected performances and concert streams. A discography of 32 
recordings showcases the ensemble’s music-making over the years and features hymns, choral classics, 
contemporary works, spirituals and major new works commissioned by the Choir. Much of this influential 
new work is featured in “The National Lutheran Choir Series,” published by Morningstar Music Publishers. 

David Cherwien, Artistic Director

David Cherwien, Artistic Director of the National Lutheran Choir, is a nationally known conductor, 
composer, and organist. Recognized for his contributions to the field of church music and liturgy, he is in 
demand as a clinician and hymn festival leader across the country.

David serves as Cantor at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, a parish known for its passion 
for traditional liturgy and creative, high-quality music. He also serves as editor of the National Lutheran 
Choir Series of choral music published by Morningstar Music Publishers. David is a founding member of 
the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians and has served in its leadership in a variety of capacities, 
including as National President. He is a member of the American Choral Director’s Association, American 
Guild of Organists, Chorus America, and Choristers Guild.

David Cherwien has composed over 20 new choral works during his tenure with the National Lutheran 
Choir (since 2001) and is the 2007 winner of the Raabe Prize for Excellence in Sacred Composition for his 
piece, “The Souls of the Righteous.”
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LIKE WHAT YOU HEAR?
STAY CONNECTED TO THE NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR

Mark your calendars!
The following concerts will be Live Streamed at NLCA.com:

Christmas Festival: “no room” 
Friday, December 8 at 8:00pm CST

Choral TuneUp
Saturday, January 27 from 9am-12pm CST

Are you a church choir singer or director? Tune in and Tune Up. David Cherwien and
the National Lutheran Choir teach and inspire! Learn rehearsal techniques and watch

David work on three church-appropriate anthems with a massed choir!

Winter Concert: Call to Prayer
Saturday, March 3 at 7:30pm CST

     Recordings
The National Lutheran Choir has a wide variety of recordings available for purchase.

NEW RELEASE 
EARLY LUTHERAN 

MASTERS
This album showcases the National Lutheran Choir with 
Baroque-period instruments and soloists interpreting J.S. Bach’s 
passionate Cantata #80 – based on Martin Luther’s hymn A 
Mighty Fortress – and works by early Lutheran masters Johann 
Walter, Michael Praetorius, Johannes Eccard, Melchior Franck, 
Herman Schein, and Heinrich Schütz. 

Go to NLCA.com/shop to purchase a CD or
download at iTunes and other online retailers.

Funding for the Commission of Holy Spirit Mass provided by
Gary Aamodt and Celia Ellingson

Washington, D.C. performances of Holy Spirit Mass funded by
The Southeastern District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

The Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area – Celebrating 100 years of ministry (1917-2017)

Living Faith Lutheran Church, Rockville, Maryland
The Embassy of Norway in Washington, D.C.

Anne and Jim Eidsvold
Sandra and Steve Rach

With gratitude to the individuals and organizations that have
worked in promoting the concert in Washington, D.C. 

Tim Shriver – Jesuit Volunteer Corps, Baltimore, MD
Dominique Troy – Jesuit Volunteer Corps, Baltimore, MD

Sam Collins – Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Washington, D.C.
Nathan Detweiler – Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Washington, D.C.

Julianna Shults – Lutheran Young Adult Corps, St. Louis, MO
Rev. Dr. John Denninger – Southeastern District of the LCMS

Sally Hiller – Southeastern District of the LCMS
Richard Rortvedt – Luther Place Memorial Church, Washington, D.C.

Bishop Richard Graham – Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod, ELCA
Karen Krueger – Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Synod, ELCA

Jeffrey Pannebaker – Saint Luke Lutheran Church, Silver Spring, MD
Paul H. Schultz – Howard University, Washington, D.C.

Dr. Stephen Caracciolo – University of Maryland Baltimore County
Steve Rach – National Lutheran Choir Alumnus Board Member

Bob Johnson – Northfield, MN

Contributors to the National Lutheran Choir’s Opportunity Fund
The Katherine B. Anderson Fund

of The Saint Paul Foundation
Nancy JP Anderson

Brenda E. Bartz
Gordon Braatz

Susan and David Cherwien
Anne and Jim Eidsvold

Phlip Eidsvold and Ty Baucum
Celia Ellingson and Gary Aamodt

Joan and David Floren
Nancy Gossell

Elaine and Arthur Halbardier
Jean and Ron Hill

Linda and Ken Holmen
Rev. Charles W. and Karen A. Humphrey

Barbara Klingsick
Sara and Jason Langworthy

Ginny and Mark Lawson
David and Shirley Lingo

Tina Meckel and Jeff Benson
Genie and Harry Mueller

Rev. Larry W. Neeb
John Overland

Gregory Peterson and
Ann Sponberg Peterson
Sandra and Steve Rach
Mons and Shirley Teig
Paul and Ruth Tillquist

Karen and Mark Uecker
Chris and Jill Westermeyer
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